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James Robison
God is near to the brokenhearted and He gives grace to draw us back when we are far from Him. When we live to bless others, it blesses God.
Would you rather go to a sporting event or a concert? Why?
Key Scriptures: Isaiah 61:1–3
1. Jesus came to bind the brokenhearted. 
The world is full of people who have a broken heart. God came to heal the brokenhearted and He is with us during difficult times. Life can be full of aches, pains, problems, and issues, but when we encounter God, we are never the same. Regardless of your situation, God wants to be your best friend. At times in our Christian life we get defeated, depleted, and sometimes spiritually exhausted. For every person who feels burdened, God’s yoke is easy and His burden is light.
2. When God created people, He created a family.
God wanted a family He could love and a family that would love Him. In John 17, He also says He wants us to be unified and love one another. When we love one another, the world will know Jesus loves them. If you have left the family, like the prodigal son, the Father is waiting to welcome you back with open arms! You may run from grace, but grace will never run from you. Grace is in pursuit of you. God wants everyone to be connected to His family and to receive His love for them. 
3. When you live to bless others, it blesses God.
People have a tendency to come to God and only ask for things for themselves. When we come to God and ask what’s on His heart, He will tell you. When you get captivated with what’s on God’s heart, it will change everything. Jesus went to the Father because He loved the Father and loved His heart. He only wanted to do His will. When we serve others, it shows God’s love. The greatest in the kingdom is a servant. Live in such a way that you love God and love others. Today, make a commitment to be a servant of the kingdom. 
*Group Dynamics Idea* If you know people from a past group that would be good leaders, encourage them to begin their own group! Gateway is growing and the best group leaders are those who have experienced a healthy group themselves.

1. Read Isaiah 61:1​–3. What characteristics of God’s loving personality do you see in these few verses?
2. James Robison made the statement: “You may run from grace, but grace will never run from you.” How does that statement apply to us, no matter what season of life we are in? How do you think it applies to you personally?
3. When we fall down, God gives us the grace to get back up again. Share about a time you went through a difficult situation and God’s grace helped you to get back up again.
4. When you pray, do you spend most of your time telling God what’s on your heart, or asking what is on His heart? How would our prayer times look if we devoted more time to asking God what’s on His heart?
5. Jesus modeled servanthood. How can you live a life to serve and bless others like Jesus did?
6. Have you ever been brokenhearted and God healed you? If so, share with your group so it builds the faith of others. Take time to pray for those in your group who are currently brokenhearted over something in their life.

As we conclude, remember the following: 
· Jesus came to bind the brokenhearted. 
· God wants to invite everyone to receive His grace and join His family. 
·  It blesses God when we ask what is on His heart and serve others.
Heavenly Father, thank You for Your love. Thank You for healing the broken hearted and for giving grace for us to be part of Your family. We want to know what is on Your heart. Help us to have ears to hear Your voice and to serve others in a way that blesses You. In Jesus’ name, Amen. 

*New Leader Tip* As a new leader, now is the time to begin inviting people to your group. Many people begin attending church for the first time near the beginning of the school year. People are also making decisions for their fall schedules, so now is the key time to begin inviting others to join your group.
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